ROXANE AND CYRANO
Roxane is beloved of two men, Cyrano de Bergerac,
whose ugliness amounts to a deformity, and Christian
de Ncuvillette, who is as handsome as a god and as
stupid as he can very well be. He is as conscious of
his stupidity as Cyrano is of his ugliness, and so begs
Cyrano to write his letters to Roxane. Because of tha
brilliance of these letters Roxane falls in love (she
thinks) with Christian. In the famous scene which
follows, Cyrano renounces his hopes, not because he
cares what happens to Christian but because he cares
a great deal what happens to Roxane. Christian has
decided that for once he will address himself directly
to Roxane without any help from Cyrano,
Scene: RoXANE*S house and the wall o/ her
garden. Over the house-door, a balcony find win-
dow. A bench beside the doorstep by means of
which the balcony can easily be scaled.
CHRISTIAN". [Catchinff sight of ROXANE who
u coming out from CLOMIRE'S whose house u
across the street.] She is coming! Cyrano, no, do
not leave me! ...
CYRANO [bowing to him]. I will not meddle,
Monsieur.
[He disappears behind the garden walL]
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